
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — Extensions of Remarks E603April 21, 1998
man publicity department, as he promotes the
Book Sale Room to area newspapers and
places advertisements for book donations.
Frank has also taken the initiative to arrange
for the distribution to underprivileged libraries
and school districts in other states the library’s
excess books. Despite his ongoing battle with
lung cancer, Frank continues to pursue his
commitment to volunteerism through his serv-
ice to the Lake County Public Library, as well
as the Porter County Public Library book sale.

Mr. Speaker, I ask you and my other distin-
guished colleagues to join me in commending
Helen Goodman, Frank Peterson, and all the
other volunteers at the Lake County Public Li-
brary for their outstanding service to their
community. Their commitment to assisting oth-
ers in the pursuit of knowledge has proven in-
valuable to the citizens of Indiana’s First Con-
gressional District.
f
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Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. Speaker, one of the
great pleasures of serving in this legislative
body is the opportunity we occasionally get to
publicly acknowledge the outstanding pillars of
our community.

I ask my colleagues to join me today in con-
gratulating Mrs. Yaffa Eliach on being named
Brooklyn College’s Alumna of the Year.

Mrs. Eliach currently is a professor of His-
tory and Literature in the Department of Judaic
Studies at Brooklyn College. She is a pioneer
scholar in Holocaust Studies and the creator
of the acclaimed ‘‘Tower of Life’’ at the United
States Holocaust Memorial Museum, and also
served on President Carter’s Holocaust Com-
mission. Yaffa was among a handful of aca-
demics who introduced Holocaust Studies on
the American Campus, and is the founder of
the first Center of Holocaust Studies in the
United States. She served as its volunteer di-
rector until 1991.

Mrs. Eliach was born in Vilna, lived in
Ejszyski until she was four and spent the rest
of the early years of her childhood in Nazi-oc-
cupied Europe, in ghettos and hiding places.
Because of these experiences she felt that
she must never let people forget what took
place during those turbulent years in Europe.
Today Mrs. Eliach is a historian, poet, and a
playwright dedicated to educating people
about the past. Her most recent publication,
‘‘There Once Was A World; A Nine Century
Chronical of the Shetetl of Eishyshok’’ is her
latest attempt to teach people about the past.
It is the history of the people in the ‘‘Tower of
Life’’ exhibit.

She is also contributing scholar to the ‘‘En-
cyclopedia Judaica,’’ the ‘‘Women’s Studies
Encyclopedia,’’ ‘‘The Encyclopedia of Hasi-
dism’’ and is a frequent contributor to schol-
arly, literary and popular publications in the
United States, Canada, Israel, Europe and
Australia. Some of her accomplishments in-
clude winning a Woodrow Wilson Dissertation
Fellowship Award, a Louis E. Yavner Award,
and being named by CBS as the Woman of
the Year in 1995.

Ms. Eliach’s hard work and dedication
throughout the years make her a very deserv-

ing recipient. I congratulate her on this award,
and wish her continued success championing
her cause.
f
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Mr. CARDIN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
pay special tribute to the Sinai Hospital Auxil-
iary, Inc. on the 50th anniversary of its found-
ing. A hospital is only as good as the people
who are associated with it, and for more than
130 years Sinai Hospital has been one of the
leading health care institutions in Baltimore,
Maryland. Over the years, the Sinai Hospital
Auxiliary has contributed to this success by
supporting the hospital and reaching out to the
larger community.

In 1948, the Sinai Hospital Board of Direc-
tors created the Women’s Auxiliary of Sinai
Hospital. Its mission was to interpret the hos-
pital to the community, provide volunteer and
other services and allocate all designated
funds to help the hospital. Its first meeting was
attended by more than 700 women.

In 1968, the Women’s Auxiliary became the
Sinai Hospital Auxiliary, opening its member-
ship to include male members. As an integral
part of Sinai Hospital, the Auxiliary supports
and funds many innovative programs and
projects that benefit the hospital.

The Auxiliary has been involved in almost
every aspect of the hospital. Among its many
noteworthy accomplishments, the Auxiliary has
presented the Pediatric Intensive Care Unit
with a $125,000, five-year grant; donated a
specially equipped car to help stroke victims;
provided care safety seats for infants and chil-
dren; and undertaken many educational health
programs.

I hope that my colleagues will join me in sa-
luting the Sinai Hospital Auxiliary on its 50th
anniversary and in commending its members
for their dedication and commitment to the
community.
f
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Mr. MENENDEZ. Mr. Speaker, Dr. Stanley
Bergen, Jr. is now enjoying something few of
us will have an opportunity to experience.
Quite simply, his dreams have come true. Dr.
Bergen saw his dream of a renowned public
medical and dental school in New Jersey
spring from modest beginnings and blossom
into reality.

Dr. Bergen is now retiring after being the
University of Medicine and Dentistry of New
Jersey’s first and only president. He provided
the vision and leadership to make this institu-
tion a nationally recognized medical and den-
tal research and educational facility. UMDNJ is
the largest free-standing public health

sciences university in the country. This institu-
tion is now comprised of four campuses,
seven schools, 5,000 students, 11,000 em-
ployees and over 100 affiliated health care in-
stitutions.

But UMDNJ is not only a world class medi-
cal and dental school, biomedical research or-
ganization and health care provider, but it is
also an organization which has given back to
the community. In 1994, UMDNJ was awarded
the Association of American Medical Colleges’
prestigious Outstanding Community Service
Award. The school also boasts one of the
largest minority student populations among the
nation’s medical and dental schools. UMDNJ’s
excellence is the reflection of a man who has
insisted on excellence in everything he does.

Dr. Bergen credits the support of his wife,
Suzanne, and his children Stanley, Steven,
Stewart, Victoria, and Amy for making his suc-
cess possible.

I would like to thank Dr. Bergen for his in-
credible contributions to the health of New
Jerseyans and for inviting me to his farewell
luncheon on April 16, at the Newark Club.
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Mr. BONIOR. Mr. Speaker, I have the honor
to pay tribute to the Air Force Reserve as they
observe their 50th Birthday on April 14, 1998.
The 927th Air Refueling Wing at Selfridge Air
National Guard Base will celebrate the event
with a dinner and dance on April 21, 1998.

After World War II ended, the Army Air
Forces began the task of post-war reorganiz-
ing. With the passage of the National Security
Act in 1948, the Air Force became an inde-
pendent branch of the military. The same
year, the leaders of the Air Force began an
overhaul of the Air Force Reserve. Although
the Reserves had been in place since 1916, a
formal organization did not exist. It was not
until April 27, 1948 that the U.S. Air Force Re-
serve was officially established.

The 927th Air Refueling Wing at Selfridge
Air National Guard Base is just one of the
many units created from the reorganization of
the Air Force Reserve. For the past 35 years,
the unit participated in missions such as
ferrying aircraft, equipment, and supplies to
Vietnam, flying in supplies to flood victims in
New York and Pennsylvania in 1973, and has
provided refueling to fighters in Bosnia. The
personnel of the 927th continually train both
overseas and in the United States so they will
be fully prepared when they are called upon to
perform a mission. The 927th Air Refueling
Wing deserves to be commended for their
dedication and commitment to duty.

For five decades, the Air Force Reserve has
faithfully defended the citizens of our great na-
tion. I would like to join the 927th Air Force
Refueling Wing in celebrating the 50th birth-
day of the Air Force Reserve.
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Mr. NEY. Mr. Speaker, today I rise on be-
half of the Members of the House of Rep-
resentatives to honor the former Congressman
Douglas Applegate. In a ceremony on April
17th, the name of the Steubenville Post Office
will officially be changed to the Douglas Apple-
gate Post Office. The Honorable JAMES A.
TRAFICANT, JR., of the 17th District of Ohio
sponsored the legislation to name the post of-
fice, and it was signed into law by President
Bill Clinton on November 19, 1997.

Former Congressman Douglas Applegate
has been a leader in his hometown of Steu-
benville, Ohio, since graduating from Steuben-
ville High School and going onto a career in
politics serving the citizens of Ohio in the Ohio
House of Representatives and later in the
Ohio Senate. Mr. Applegate was elected to
Congress in 1976, and served diligently for
eighteen years to improve senior citizens, vet-
erans, labor and consumer issues.

Douglas Applegate has proven his commit-
ment to his community and to his country and
he has worked continuously to make it a bet-
ter place to live.

Mr. Speaker, I ask that my colleagues join
me in thanking the former Congressman
Douglas Applegate for his thirty-three years of
dedication as a public servant, and congratu-
lating him. I wish him continued success,
health and prosperity.
f
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The House in Committee of the Whole
House on the State of the Union had under
consideration the bill (H.R. 3579) making
emergency supplemental appropriations for
the fiscal year ending September 30, 1998, and
for other purposes:

Mr. McHUGH. Mr. Chairman, I want to take
this opportunity to thank the members of the
Appropriations Committee for all they have
done to accomplish our objective of providing
assistance to the dairy farmers and tree farm-
ers in New York and the other Northeastern
states who suffered devastating damage as a
result of the ice storm which struck earlier this
year.

Unfortunately, the President’s supplemental
funding request did not adequately address
the losses which were suffered by the agricul-
tural industry. With the help of my House col-
leagues, JIM WALSH and JERRY SOLOMON, we
have successfully rallied support in Congress
to add funding to help our farmers who are
struggling to recover from the devastation.

I know that some of the funding we were
successful in getting approved—compensation
for diminished milk production—is unprece-
dented and I understand that some Members

are concerned about this fact. But let there be
no mistake—the losses in Northern New York
and throughout the Northeast, along with
areas of the country—represent a unique situ-
ation. The assistance we are providing in this
bill represents a small, but vitally important,
step forward on their road to recovery.

The loss of electric power had enormous re-
percussions simply beyond inconvenience. As
the third largest dairy producer in the nation,
Northern New York is the state’s largest dairy
region. Without power, dairy farmers were un-
able to milk their herds. Those with genera-
tors—an instrument which, as the hours with-
out power turned into days and then weeks,
became one of the region’s most sought-after
and precious commodities—who were able to
milk frequently had to dump their milk because
the roads were impassable and the milk trucks
were unable to get through to pick up their
product. Those lucky enough to be able to
milk and get their product to the producer
were frequently confronted with the milk plant
being without power. At the end of the day,
millions of pounds of milk had been dumped.
In addition, because of their inability to milk
the herds, or to milk on a normal schedule,
many contracted mastitis, an illness which if
not treated can kill the cow. In many in-
stances, the illness is treatable, but it will be
many weeks, if not months, before the cow is
back on a regular production cycle. In the
meantime, the farmers have lost critical pro-
duction—and money right out of their pocket.

Our initial hope that the federal disaster
declaration would speed assistance to farmers
was soon shattered as it became clear the
Farm Service Agency’s primary form of assist-
ance was low interest loans. Federal programs
to replace livestock losses or dairy production
are either expired, do not apply to dairy farm-
ers or are non-existent. To these dairy farm-
ers, many of whom are already operating on
the margins due to a 20 year low in milk
prices, low interest loans are not even an op-
tion. They simply cannot afford it.

Mr. Chairman, despite its precedence, what
this bill offers in assistance to the dairy farm-
ers is not outrageous. It conforms to the pa-
rameters of assistance programs by offering to
make payments to farmers of up to 30 percent
of their losses. It in no way makes them
whole. What it does do is offer them light at
the end of the tunnel and can well mean a
make or break situation. These are family
farmers—not conglomerates. They deserve no
less than we are offering them here.

In this bill we also provide assistance to
maple sugar producers, Christmas tree farm-
ers, and orchardists, among others. The ice
wreaked havoc on these tree growers, as well,
and it will take decades for many of them to
recover from the kind of damage they suf-
fered. Here too, these funds will help them on
that road to recovery.

Finally, I am pleased that we were able to
secure Community Development Block Grant
funding to assist homeowners in the Northeast
meet those needs which have been left unmet
by other federal assistance programs.
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Mr. TRAFICANT. Mr. Speaker, I would like
to pay tribute to two special men and great
entrepreneurs, Russell T. Kiko and Willard L.
Kiko, both of whom recently passed away.
These remarkable men contributed greatly to
their communities, and will be deeply missed.

Natives of Ohio, Russell, born in 1915, and
his younger brother Willard, born in 1922,
were the sons of German immigrants. They
grew up on their family’s farm, where they
lived and learned with their seven other broth-
ers and sisters.

Russell stayed on his family’s farm until
1944, when he first became involved in the
auction business as a part-time job. In pursuit
of this interest, he attended the Reppert
School of Auctioneering in Decatur, Indiana. In
1945, using the vast stores of knowledge he
gained during his time at Reppert, Russell
started his own auction barn, Russ Kiko Asso-
ciates, Inc. During its first year the business
made $1,500. Due to Russ’s dedication and
expertise, Russ Kiko Associated, Inc. has
grown from a modest beginning to become the
largest auctioneering firm in Ohio. His busi-
ness was built on the simple, honest motto of
‘‘giving buyers and sellers a fair deal.’’ A man
of great integrity, Russell believed in keeping
his business clean, and as a result, he drew
a large following of admirers. This honest and
straightforward way of conducting business led
to recognition from his peers. Not only was
Russell a member of the Ohio Auctioneers
Hall of Fame, in 1981, he became the first
Ohioan to be inducted into the National Auc-
tioneers Hall of Fame. He retired in 1990.

Willard also left behind the family farm, but
to pursue a life different from his brother. In
1944 he enlisted in the United States Navy
and served as a gunner in the Merchant Ma-
rine fleet in the Pacific and European theaters.
His honorable and distinguished service
earned him several awards, including: the
American Area, Asiatic Pacific Area, and Euro-
pean African ME Area Ribbons, and World
War II Victory Ribbon. Upon his honorable dis-
charge from the Navy, he became involved in
the sheet metal trade. In 1974, he became the
principle founder, along with his son, of yet
another successful Kiko family business, Kiko
Heating and Air Conditioning. The business is
currently one of the largest heating and air
conditioning businesses in the Akron-Canton
area. Willard retired from his family business
in 1982.

Following their retirements, Russell and Wil-
lard, avid outdoorsmen, spent much time to-
gether. Sadly, their long and successful lives
recently came to an end. Russell died on De-
cember 12, 1997, after an extended illness,
and Willard left this Earth on February 12,
1998, due to heart failure. Both men were sur-
vived by large, loving families. Russell has left
behind Coletta his wife of 59 years, 12 chil-
dren, 63 grandchildren and 26 great-grand-
children. Willard has left Stella, his wife of 49
years, three children and 11 grandchildren.

I would like to add my acknowledgment and
condolences to those already offered by the
Senate of the 122nd General Assembly of


		Superintendent of Documents
	2019-05-16T16:01:50-0400
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




